Diary of a Fungl
ALICE

Day 1

I saw it in front of me, a beautiful, glowing, food source! Fresh strawberries, a
delicacy to most fungi. I rushed over as fast I could ooze, and I creeped up and on the
delicious fruit. I finally beat the other fungi to it. Now it’s time to use my extracellular
digestion to eat my fabulous meal. In order to eat my lovely dinner, I quickly sent out my
enzymes to break down the complex carbohvdrates of the strawberry. Those complex
carbohydrates break down into gimpler carbohyvdrates, these I can eat! Delicious, I must
say. The simple carbohydrates flow into my cell membrane, which I absorbed and pasked
in it’s rays of sugary goodness. This 2™ phase is called absorption. Aah, now I see'why
fungi are all over strawberries, there just so delectable.

10 days later

Good gracious!! I have been just having too much fun in this paradise of a fruit.
I’ve almost forgot to do the 3™ and final stage in my eating process, called cellular
respiration. Afier absorbing the strawberries’ nutrients or simple carbohydrates, I have to
convert the mouth- watering sugars, into energy. I quickly did so. Phew! What’s next?
Oh, yeah, I should have paid more attention in mold side school. An incredible source of
energy rushed into me, I felt like super fungi!! I next gathered oxygen. and that combined
with my new found power, I could use my hyphae, which are like tiny hairs on my form,
and they could meet. When they hyphae faithfully met, I would produce a new fungi! I
was going to be a parent, a new child who depended on me. I shall name her Fungiarella,
so cute!!! Parenting was going to be a breeze. Or I think?

5 days later

I spoke too soon. Fungirella and her other 100 siblings are a handful!! I have
produced so much carbon dioxide reproducing that it is stinking up the strawberry. The
heat around me is slowly fading, and fungi can’t live in arctic conditions! Only the
Eskimo type of fungi live in colder temperatures, and most everyone thinks they’re crazy.
The strawberry around me is slowly decomposing, drooping and mushy, with red juice an
ocean of which my family floated on. Uh, oh! Wait, don’t throw my family and I
awaaaaaaaay!! I’m not finished with my meal yet. Gosh, humans have no respect for
fungi needs. Wait, this doesn’t feel like a dump. Suddenly, I felt bright lights of a
microscope flash on me. Poprosti? So they do know my name. Alberta Fungistein, I’'m a
celebrity. Human eyes flicker around me, observing and appreciating the wonders of my
greatness. Yes, it’s good to be the queen!
And they lived fungily ever after!

The End.
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Science, Bauer, 2
1-21-09
Fungi Unit Assessment

Once upon a fungi time | decided that the temperature was just right to
eat a strawberny. | started with extracellular digestion and released my enzymes
and the decomposing process began. They broke down the complex
carbohydrates into simple carbohydrates so | could finally start the absorption
part of the process and get those delicious nutrients to keep me alive. | {Jlso' was
doing cellular respiration through my cell membrane; | started with absorbing
oxygen but I'll get to that later. | converted the simple carbs into energy and
most of it | sent to reproduction. | released my spores and they’re growing into
more of my kind. Back with cellular respiration, I'm releasing carbon dioxide at
the same time after | use the oxygen. Once | have gathered dll the nutrients of
this strawberry | will move on.
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‘Diary of a Fungi

TRAVIS

Science, Bauer, period 3 1-21-09 (> ‘,0)

Once upon a fungi time, there was a fungi named Timmy (me). Cs*“f@’“;} &
Today is a nice sunny day and a good day to be living on a 20 N"
strawberry. Suddenly, | released enzymes! | absorbed some complex M
carbohydrates from a decomposing tree through my cell membranes

which the enzymes broke down, then some complex carbs broke

down to simple carbohydrates (which is extracellular digestion) that

was combined with heat and oxygen which were all nutrients, giving

me energy, then producing carbon dioxide (gas) which is a process

called cellular respiration. | used my energy to release some spores

that were carried off in the wind to another area, forming another

fungi, this process is called reproduction. The new fungi that was

formed is now starting the entire process over again, starting with the

enzymes breaking down complex carbs. That’s all for now folks!

-- Timmy (the fungi)
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Science period 2

Dear diary,
Today | started to grow on a strawberry. With the help of
spores another fungi tried to repredueeson the berry also .

but there was not enough exygen or energy:This i~ D 7
because there was not enough compiex carbs and oX ‘;)m«&-
enzymesto make sugar or simple carbs: 4 Y

After a couple of days the strawberry started to lose
putrients:"But the berry was warm and gave off heat and
carbon dioxide. The heat helped with icelluflar

After awhile | started extracellular digestion and the
strawberry started toidecompose. When things brushed

g;suﬂw' up agai d the berry or came close to harming me my

cell. membrane protected my cells, Afew days later |
started a process called absor ‘where | started

suckmg up the berry. Atter awhlle‘lt‘ was all gone.

The End!
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Rocvel

1/21/09
Science period 2
Fungi story revised

The fungi story!!

Once upon a fungi time there was a strawberry that was in n ed
of being eaten. The strawberry was i tl\g perfect area for
look at. There was so much heat& got hungry so she decided
she was going to get something to eat and she looked in the
refrigerator for food and she looked at the delicious strawberry. S¢ she
decides to eat it but the phone rang and she went to the back room to
get something on the computer for the person on the phone. But the
strawberry was on the counter. %)‘got about the strawberry on
the counter, so when she got off the phone she was just goofing off on
the computer. Then she decided to go to bed because she had to go to
school the next day. But the strawberry was still on the counter
¢S forgot about it. Days had pasted and the strawberry was still
on the counter. There was some mold on the strawberry the fungi was
breaking down organic materials into sugars and starches. The
strawberry was rotting! Another week passed and the strawberry was
releasing enzymes and breaking them down into sugar so the fungus
was going through extracellular digestion (stage 1). There was a lot of
sugarin the strawberry for the fungi to have tons of energy for the rest
of there life! The fungi was absorbing (stage 2) lots of nutrients that
they were getting large muscles that was getting put in the ce/V/
membrane. One more week pasted there was no oxygen left at all for
the poor little strawberry. The strawberry was defiantly decomposing.
There was no oxyge 1_1% rbon dioxide for complex carbohydrates to
brake down into simple carbohydrates for the for the sporesto go

reproduce for cellular respiration (stage 3).
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